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An Interface for Supporting Web Search Query Input for Mobile Devices
Equipped with Touch Panels
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Abstract Due to the popularization of advanced mobile devices, mobile Web browsing has become popular. How-
ever, since mobile devices have limited input capabilities, inputting queries to search engines requires burdensome
operations. In this paper, we propose an interface for mobile devices equipped with a touch screen to help users gen-
erate queries with simple gestures. Users can convey their intention of Web search to the system by only scratching
the screens with the styluse. According to the users’ gestures on the screen, the system presents candidate queries

that meet the users’ intention.
Key words Mobile devices, Web search, Search intention, Query formulation support, Touch screen
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