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Abstract In a microblogging service like Twitter, many short messages are posted each day and some of them represent
replies or messages forward among users. Visualizing the diffusion network of such forwarded messages is important to
understand who forwarded the message and who are the influencers in the diffusion network. However, the Retweet (RT)
function of Twitter provides only the information for the original user, i.e., the user who posted the original message, and the
final RTed user. The RTed user may not be reading the original user’s message directly, but rather receiving it from another
user’s. In this paper, we propose a method for tracking the real diffusion route of the information by using the network of
followers. We evaluated this method with real Twitter data related to the House of Councilors Japan election in July, 2013.
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