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Abstract This paper studies the issue of identifying spam blogs (splogs) by SVM. In an SVM based classifier, a
separating hyperplane is used for classifying splogs and authentic blogs. In our study, we further utilize the distance
from the separating hyperplane to an instance as a confidence measure. In our approach to semi-automatic collec-
tion of splogs and re-training of the SVM based classifier, we consider this confidence measure and identify blog
sites which cannot be reliably judged whether splogs or authentic blogs. This paper further studies how to reduce
the amount of human supervision for identifying splogs / authentic blogs in the context of continuously updating
splog data sets year by year. We also examine whether we can automatically identify professional spammers who
automatically create a number of similar splogs.
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