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Abstract Many search engines exploit inverted indexes to locate documents fast. Processing phrase queries is

expensive even with indexes. The phrase index is known to be an effective solution to it. The phrase index may

also be useful for multi-term queries without explicit markers. However what is the best phrase selection strategy

for phrase indexes is still an open problem. Using the Excite query log, we explore two phrase selection strategies

for the phrase index: query frequency-based strategy and processing cost-based strategy. The experimental results

show that the phrase selection strategy based on the processing cost achieves higher efficiency.
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Document ID{§133  Beijing Olympic is coming soon....

Document IDj§144  Beijing city is a capital of ...

Q("Beijing Olympic") — Beijing/ Olympic
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