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Abstract In this paper, we verify commercial search engines’ hit count, a number returned as a search result count. Since

many studies use search engines’ hit count to judge the popularity of the query word, the reliability of hit count is

indispensable to archive trustworthy researches. However, hit count will vary whenever a user clicks “Next” button on the

searched result page, which results in unreliability of hit count. In order to verify search engines’ hit count and to try to make
clear the characteristics of hit count’s transition, we have analyzed them. In this paper, we verify commercial search engines’
hit count based on our previous research. By applying clustering analysis, we found search engines’ characteristics. In
conclusion, we have found that the hit counts of popular queries have tendency not to vary.
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