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Areadas: Search Service for Smartphone Users to Discover
Area-Specific Topics
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Abstract As the number of smartphone users grows rapidly, there is an increase in demand for location-based
services that enables users to access area-specific information wherever they are. We have studied search methods
that retrieve documents satisfying geographical and temporal queries as well as keywords specified by users. In this
paper, we enhance the methods by adding two new components: one shows “area tags” which are keywords that rep-
resent topics specific to the area where a user focuses on, and the other visually displays geographical distributions
of the documents relevant to the input keywords. As a result, the user can discover and access geographically and
temporally specific information efficiently even when the user does not come up with a keyword. We also describe
our trial service for smartphone users, called Areadas that adopts the method.
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