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Absurd!' Rachel Reeves to tax'
privately owned homes
“window tax” Which will be
added to council tax
payments . £3.70 per window
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Fact Check: UK has no plans to revive
17th-century window tax

By Reuters Fact Check

0 A<

June 2, 2025 11:53 PM CMT+9 - Updated 15 days ago

There are no plans to reintroduce a window tax in Britain, the government says, nearly 175 years after the

levy was abolished.

The tax, which varied according to the number of windows in a property, was introduced in 1696 and
abolished in 1851(3.

Social media posts, without providing evidence, suggested (3 the government was going to revive the duty
in August, attributing the move to finance minister Rachel Reeves, who has faced criticism since a large
increase in taxes last October.

“Absurd! Rachel Reeves to tax privately owned homes window tax,” said an April 29 post on Facebook (3,
which was shared nearly 4,000 times. It said a monthly charge of 3.70 pounds ($5) per window would be
added to council tax bills.

A spokesperson for Britain’s finance ministry told Reuters in an email that the assertion was false and that
there were no plans to revive the window tax.

There are no credible media reports about a window tax being introduced.

A search of Hansard, the official record of what is said in the British parliament, shows (3 that “window
tax” was last mentioned in the House of Commons, the lower house, in July 2020, four years before the

Labour government that includes Reeves came to power.

The window tax, introduced under King William I1l, was an alternative to an income tax and intended to be
proportionate to the wealth of the taxpayer, according to the Adam Smith Institute (7. Some responded by
bricking up their windows (3 to avoid the tax.

The tax was repealed in 1851 after pressure from doctors (3 who said a lack of light was contributing toill
health.
VERDICT

False. There is no evidence of plans to reintroduce a window tax and the British government has said there
are no such plans.
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